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| utilitarian purpnseé; but also very friendly to accommodate the owner’s budget and also help in |
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The amazing Wilshire Grand Tower in Los Angeles ¢ ¢
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The Wilshire Grand Tower was designed for not only commercial activities and
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the speed of construction [1]. The design and the minim{m space that the tower has”occupigej_ TN il g
: 1 / : r_." A\ el 2

space friendly because the space used has not utilized much of area but the building has many

accommodative rooms. In Los Angeles, it is very-evidem-that_th? growing opportunities are

-

attractin g a lot of business peop]e who ﬁnd it easier when allocatmg some of their business [2]
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This is what the perfect solutioﬁ Wilshire Grand Towerj hﬂS--pfﬁ‘n’*idﬁd'"‘[ﬁf these investors.
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Buildings such as the Wilshire Grand Tower are beneficial to the day to day life for Los Angeleé ol ar U

A AT

residents and businesses. For instance, the design the engineers used to build the tower is very S

a'_l.

attractive. The Wilshire Grand Tower mainly constitutes of hotel rooms that are comfortable and 21 *

relaxing. This is due to the fact that the society is advancing and there is need for changes and L; ':w + e
innovations to the existing facilities in place. Most business people require the best and quality | eal
facilities provided through the services that are offered to them. [L f 1
For many years Los Angeles has experienced complains of few hotel rooms and ST pernd |
executive enabled rooms for a large number of business people coming to the city which 7 include

StAatc and | m"?a,p
negatively impacted the ¢ }9/ /( r;zlny aad—thatof_f_tm.fz;z WX ‘Mna];”lmd of §GM i

lack of available resources like office facilities to perform their business. For this reason 9u17 il g

T}Dg fh"’ﬁﬂj

engineers and architects came together to re-innovate the Wilshire Grand Hotel to the new Grand
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ol B 3 downtown. The | = ¢
lower (shown in image 1.0, below) that is now the talk and discussion around {I L:MT? A
yuests who visit | )
building of the skyscraper was designed to increase the number of visitors and g AL A i?f j
_ : ' town area that ALU¥
Los Angeles for purposes of business and tourism [3]. The expansion ‘?_f ﬂ_]ef down Sy W ﬂ'“’j
. 0 , {
. _ . e e people p ¥t
W/ l/'[hE construction of the Grand Tower have widely increased the living standards of ey L:" S ‘""1
< TS o | | _ d the development and attracted LA < P‘f,?
aad*® 1| around. The 73-story building design has tremendously increased the p | wth
v -..;.L"._J'.'-k I| — m 1 |
{; 11 . . .~
U most of the investments around downtown Los An geles through the building of new rental ,- VWA M 'ﬁ
L = --""_'__-_-_-_-_—-_ H f w .r'}
x . - e ALY o
homes because of the rapidly increasing population [4].X- Qrang Lyt hnry I:;:,:. ﬁ-%x
— R \l a’b'hﬂﬁ /
Image 1.0: Room Interior design (source: Google)
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The elegant design that the tower has created has given Los Angeles a new face to other 5‘4,{1 A S
cities because of the admirable feature it has posed to the future of Los Angeles. The tower is 3 0 Qf, o '
/ f the city and it redefines th d f the d e |
' ty and it reaefines the presence and essence o !
new image of the city a p ¢ downtown atmosphere. e Mmov e
f: oW £ The tower has seen many visitors who are only attracted to the look and the design of the tower. 7 P‘W
L) q.rr ' ; . &bw
E;W’Wt \ | The completion of the tower is a fulfillment of the promise Los Angeles made to the people,a Twe g
: ALS1 N |
V% L_, \very attractive city that holds and welcomes investments. The rooms and offices that are €| ﬂ«i Eniy
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rovided in the t r \Ipe
| e tower have helped to reduce the problems experienced with office vacancy in the
city as shown in i T : : |

y as shown in image 1.0 (above). The design of the tower has greatly attracted much tourism

to [ ~ - : : : o
the city because of the unique and quality design the tower has. This to the city is a positive
- 'j‘l w1

/71

economic devel - : - Wopelx
elopment that has seen growth to Los Angeles and the United States [S]. Aan

= —_]'
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been a serious problem in big cities like Los Angeles, the completion of the tower has seen a DAY A

Furthermore, the Wilshireﬁﬁwer is employment definition to the city. Employment has always — z,

| | large number of qualified personnel being employed. The employment that the construction and

cW\ the completion of the tower created has also helped with the employment problems in the eity,

Many are qualified in different field that can provide sustainable services but the problems that

—— S —— e — —

are faced in the field of seeking jobs are the obstacle to reach their dreams. The expansion of the

— == - —
'

————

building has seen man-y ﬁf thejn.E seeker reﬁching the dreams of their liveé’[ﬁiThis IS whhylthe
work that was done by the engineers and the architects has greatly improved the lives of the
people and the city. Besides bringing employment to the city, most of the engineers that had the ,-.
chance to contribute to the construction of this amazing structure near the California faults are

proud of their tremendous work and the final product. For the structural and construction

engineers involved with this project, it might be a lifetime career accomplishment and realization

to have been part of construction of the tallest building in the west (Shown in image 2.0, below).
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Image 2.0: Wilshire Grand, tallest building in the West of Mississippi (Source: Google)

Tewtd r’
During the construction of the S _the architects and engineers had

to focus on how to construct a strong building that is safe even during earthquakes. They had to
come up with new ways that could provide safety during earthquake disasters and ensure the

building was not prone to coming down. The architects had to focus on some innovative

solutions that could help; for instance, the contractors Were focused on making thetore jfu}, F Aeine
throughout the building. The engineers further used t@tec@nam internal and

_ i ST St
exterior which was demolished from the old Wilshire to provide the combined steel and concrete AS ?

_ Aiseuss et
materials that were recycled from the materials [7]. Being tall the engineers’ focus was to make
o — "‘""‘"'ﬁf_ﬂ_rrﬂ_‘ e
the building strong so that it could sustain the Santa Ana winds and the ground movements how
: : avée
during earthquakes. The building is designed to use high and quality energy and climate systems £ {lwe o
Saanttnet €

that are sufficient to serve the whole building [8]. The energy and climate systems are used on related 7

e N : 0y
¢ every floor to provide enough support. In addition, the engineers had to focus on the highly

ndil R

improved and innovated lighting systems throughout the building with thick glass walls. Y L««| 7
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= des an‘executive floor level that accommodates customers and

.

business tra ¥
SINCE velers who fit t -
hat-profile-thanks-to-the-engineers-design. The engineers alsa came up.

o

with-a-design of about s
gﬁ / bout 760 prefabricated bathrooms for the project [9]; this nnovation really ™\

helped wi i *
ped with the plan and the location of the building in the heart of the busy downtown Los /

Angele ity of fini :

oeles. The quality of finishes was also appropriate and accommodate to the high class to
and travelers who are visiting Los Angeles for different purpo
the weight the engineers had to ensure proper coordination during the t

more than 20,000 cubic y

Record for continuously concrete pour [10

urists

ses. Focusing on the height and
iresome work of pouring

ards of concrete. This performance helped the project win the Guinness

] (image 3 below).

The largest

ontinuous concrete pour
was achieved by the
wilshire Grand (USA)

in Los Angeles, California, USA.,

on 16 February 2014
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World Record (Source: Google)

Image 3.0: Wilshire Grand, Guinness
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For sustainable, sophisticated quality, the engineers added 500,000 square feet of glass ~ whal /
.‘x___ _ )
windows to the lovely Los Angeles skyscraper. In addition, the engineers engaged in thorough i) Lul |
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research, studies that . cluded having the clear knowledge
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the start of the construction. The-building has very distinetive-and-unique-features-that-are very ©

attractive. The skylight serves the gap between the tower and the next building. Although-Very

( challenging the engineers finally reached at the desired design they-wanted. The des gned glass
—7

—

ceilings to give the impressing and admirable feature between the two building}s. Skyscrapers are
known for the use of elevators because of the height, the building had to be built using advanced
elevators. The building has been entirely built by the use of glasses; the engineers used a

| component called rebar that has housed the elevators and the stairs. The elevators are built with a

| very crucial element of a concrete structure that is very strong called core.

The Wilshire Grand Tower represents an iconic structure in the Los Angeles skyline
today. The building will not only boost the city economy by bringing more jobs, adding more
hotel rooms and offices in downtown LA and accommodate more visitors, but it is also a great
answer to all the seismic challenges southern California faces. For Los Angeles lovers this 1s a
dream come true. a dream made possible with the ownership of Korean Air in collaboration with

the Architect AC Martin and the general contractor Turner Construction.
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I'm gla :
glad that you were able to submit a new llumin article — as you will need to have it In order

to co : _
. mplete the course requirements. Please note, however, that the score for lllumin
assignment will not change.

Y :

ou are welcome to submit your new lllumin article for the portfolio at the end of the
St;mester. As a courtesy, | have provided some comments to your article in the event that you
choose to revise your new lllumin article for portfolio.

| think that you might want to make sure that there is a clear thesis near the start of the article:
What do you want reader to know about the Tower?

In addition, make sure that each paragraph is anchored by a clear topic sentence that tells the
reader what the paragraph will be about. Then = make sure that everything in that paragraph
relates to that topic sentence. Currently there are a few places where there are many different
ideas discussed one after another; this can be confusing to the reader as the flow among
sentences aren’t readily discernable.

And finally, make sure that there is specific support and data from your research included in
your article. For example, when you say that there was a shortage of hotel rooms in Downtown
LA, there should be specific evidence/data of that included.

Thanks for submitting a new article.

See you in class
Prof. Choi
10/10/17



